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Htue Maria 








sence. 


Our Sweetness 


Only the most irreligious of earth’s sin- 
ful people speak against the spotless purity 
of the Mother of God. And in return Mary 
is all tenderness for us. One after another 
the titles of her glorious litany speak of 
her great prerogatives. Virgin most merci- 
ful, Cause of our joy, Gate of heaven, 
Morning Star, Health of the sick, Refuge of 
sinners, Comforter of the afflicted, Help of 


Our Hope 


The victories of V-E Day and V-J Day 
have not brought the peace and security 
we hoped for. There is still distrust among 
nations, and the seeds of another world 
cataclysm are being deliberately sown in 
some quarters. As our interested and de- 
voted Mother, Mary has repeatedly offered 
her help. If we are to come successfully 
through the trying days ahead we must 
invoke her. At Fatima she manifested her 
desire and willingness to help. The Holy 
Father has instituted the feast she desired 
and exhorted all to pray the rosary. But 
Mary wants individuals everywhere to come 
to her. May every reader of this page 


not been unmindful of such honor. 


Our Life 


The Catholic Church through the long centuries has rightly 
clung to her veneration of the Mother of God, and Mary has 


She more than any other 


of Heaven’s inhabitants has favored us with her visible pre- 
In this issue of THE GRAIL we sketch only a few 
such apparitions in the hope that our readers will be stirred 
to renewed love for Mary, through whom has come the 


Saviour of the world. 


Christians—these she has proven herself 
in every country and in every century. 
Those in darkest ignorance can invoke in 
her the Seat of Wisdom; those in tempta- 
tion will find her the Mother most pure. 
She is the Mirror of justice for those 
wronged, the Virgin most powerful for 
those overcome by weakness. Hell would be 
empty today had every dying sinner but 
turned to her in his last moment. 


dedicate himself to her service—resolve now 
to pray her rosary daily, and to spread 
devotion to her in every possible way. It is 
our best insurance against future blood- 
shed. Scoffers of apparitions will do Mary 
no service in scorning her countless ap- 
pearances on earth and her manifest in- 
terest in our affairs today. God spoke in 
ages past by supernatural signs and won- 
ders. Is He less powerful today? Or less 
loving? Queen of Peace, open the eyes of 
the spiritually blind, remove the scales of 
materialism that make them skeptics, and 
restore the simplicity of childhood so neces- 
sary for the reception of your heavenly 
comforts. 
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The Rosary 


The custom of using prayer beads is very 
old. There is a piece of sculpture in Nineveh 
which seems to show that they were used 
when that ancient city flourished. Mohamme- 
dans and Buddhists and early Christians cer- 
tainly used pebbles or knots in a cord to count 
their prayers. The choice of 150 repetitions of 
the Hail Mary is probably an adaptation of 
the number of psalms in the psalter, each repe- 
tition of the salutation adding honor to Mary 
pretty much as each additional cheer adds 
glory for a teammate. We have the word of 
the Blessed Mother herself to various of her 
clients, e.g. to Bernadette at Lourdes, the 
children of Fatima, and others, that she is 
highly pleased with the recitation of the 
rosary. The Feast of the Holy Rosary, the 
Encyclical Letter of Pope Pius XI, the pro- 
nouncements of Leo X, Pius V, Gregory XIII, 
Sixtus V, Clement VIII, Alexander VII, Inno- 
cent XI, Clement XI, Innocent XIII, Benedict 
XIII, Pius IX, all rank the devotion high among 
Catholic practices. It is a favorite prayer of 
all Mary’s children, and none will allow a day 
to pass without greeting her on each of the 
beads in the words of the Archangel Gabriel. 
Rest for the weary, a stimulant for the slow, 
it is a remedy for every ill. Catholics may not 
be ostentatious in the use of the beads, but 
many a hand buried in a pocket is fingering 
the well-worn beads, finding the way through 
the glorious mysteries to the Coronation, or 
through the sorrowful mysteries “to try at last 
to learn to kiss the cross.” Identified by the 
rosary many a Catholic soldier was anointed 
before going to his Judge, and if they were 
faithful to the rosary, Mary doubtless accom- 


panied them to the Judge to be their defense. 
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Our Devotion 


To Mary 


The veneration of the Blessed Virgin began at her 
very tomb. The first lamps in her honor were the 
sepulchral lamps around which the Christians of Jeru- 
salem came to pray. St. Peter is said to have erected 
an oratory to the Blessed Virgin in Tortosa; St. John 
the Apostle placed the beautiful church of Lydda 
under the patronage of his adopted mother; the first 
church at Milan was dedicated to Mary by the apostle 
St. Barnabas. Our Lady del Pilar in Spain and Our 
Lady of Mount Carmel in Syria dispute the priority 
with these churches. Rapidly there sprang up in 
Egypt, Phrygia, Cappadocia, and all Asia Minor, 
churches bearing her name. 


In Rome persecutions prevented the erection of 
churches, but underground caverns and burial vaults 
were used for divine services, and here beneath Rome 
and Naples along with frescoes of Christ are found 
primitive drawings of His Blessed Mother. Christ is 
depicted in the severe attitude of sovereign Judge, but 
Mary is in a Roman veil, ready to implore His mercy 
for sinners. 


Constantine brought the Christians out of the cata- 
combs, and at his instigation the Empress Helen made 
a journey to Palestine and covered it with sacred 
monuments, many of which were to the Blessed Vir- 
gin. St. Mary’s of Bethlehem covers the site of the 
Nativity; St. Mary’s of Nazareth stands on the home- 
stead of the Holy Family. Even before Constantine 
a church bearing her name was erected on Mt. Carmel, 
and at Tyre and Damascus were splendid temples of 
marble, gold, and cedar. 


Feasts, too, were instituted in her honor, especial- 
ly in the East. The Annunciation was considered in 
the time of St. Athanasius one of the greatest in the 
year. The Assumption was called “Our Lady’s Eas- 
ter.” In the West Madonnas were painted, statues 
were carved, songs and stories composed, giving us 
in art proof of devotion to Mary. Whole cities placed 
themselves under her protection; military orders were 
founded in her honor, and the liturgy fairly bloomed 
with her feasts and praises. Today Catholic nations 
vie with one another in giving honor to Mary. Na- 
tional shrines are the centers of great pilgrimages, 
and scarcely a. town but has its shrine or church or 
school or hospital or street named after our heavenly 
Mother. 
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Mary’s Devotion 
To Us 


What unofficial accounts have recorded in the war 
of the past years, like the luminous image of the Vir- 
gin on the exterior walls of an Italian church, the 
phenomenon and apparition at Girkalnis in Lithuania, 
the apparition at Bonate in Italy, have been known in 
all periods of crisis. Time and again France has been 
saved from destruction after Our Lady solemnly ex- 
pressed her predilection for that favored daughter of 
the Church. German officers in the last war attested 
that they saw allied soldiers shielded by the figure of 
a heavenly apparition. When we read of these acts 
of kindness on the part of Mary in the distant past 
we are inclined to think that time and pious exaggera- 
tion have colored the stories. But if we may judge 
from incidents in our own life-time, these favors are 
minimized by time and fade out very quickly. 


Miraculous water is sought at Lourdes by thou- 
sands of pilgrims; yet perhaps many of these same 
pilgrims would not accept the story that from the 
miraculous image of Mary at Sospoli, a picture paint- 
ed on wood, there exuded a wonderful kind of oil 
which effected astonishing cures. These cures were 
considered of sufficient weight by the Church to be 
matter for discussion at the Second Council of Nice. 


Mary’s chief glory has always been her power over 
heresy. Ever since her heel was said to lie in wait 
for the serpent’s head, she has overcome one error 
after the other. It was her veneration that contri- 
buted to the establishment of the Gospel among the 
Scandinavians. The first kings of Denmark were fer- 
vent clients of Mary. St. Canute dedicated to her 
superb churches; Valdemar II wore her image upon 
his shield and to defeat the Russian effort to crush 
the Church at Riga, went to war with Russia’s ally, 
Estonia. In this war the Danes lost their national 
flag and were about to give way before the pagans 
when the Blessed Virgin gave them a sensible mark 
of her protection. A red banner with a white cross 
upon it fell from heaven, and with it came victory. 
Under the influence of Mary, Prussia, with the entire 
coast of the Baltic Sea, received the light of the 
Gospel. The isms of our century are now our con- 
cern, and if we remain faithful to Mary, she will re- 
main faithful to us and again stamp out the ruinous 
work of the Evil One. 








The Scapular 


This holy livery was given by the Blessed 
Mother directly to St. Simon Stock, a venerable 
old man, holy from his youth. Though he was 
already seasoned when he entered the Carmel- 
ite Order, he was elected Superior of the 
Order in its first General Chapter held in 
England in 1247. The new position brought 
heavy responsibilities and many difficulties, but 
Simon turned to the Mother of God in his hour 
of need. The tears and supplications of the 
octogenarian found Mary’s responsive heart, 
and after a night of prayer he was rewarded at 
dawn by an apparition of the Queen of Heaven 
surrounded by a great company of angels. 
There, in answer to his prayer, she gave him 
the scapular, saying: “This shall be a privilege 
for thee and all Carmelites; whoever shall die 


wearing it shall not suffer everlasting fire.” 


These strange and wonderful words of the 
Blessed Virgin were rapidly communicated to 
Carmelites throughout the world, and Her 
promise was in turn made known to the people 
by the Carmelite monks. The effect was there- 
fore twofold; first upon the Carmelite habit 
and secondly upon the laity in the formation 


of Scapular Confraternities. 


Like all other of her promises, Mary is able 
to back up this remarkable offer. Examples 
are many in which the Blessed Mother stayed 
the hand of death until a priest arrived so 
that her favored ones would not die without 
the sacraments. Every devout Catholic will 
have himself enrolled in the Scapular Confra- 
ternity and will religiously wear it at all times. 
John Haffert has written interestingly on the 
scapular devotion. Write to the Scapular 


Press, Sea Isle City, New Jersey, for literature. 
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HERE are times. and places in 
which the provident care of 
Mary’s kindness is bestowed in 

ly; abundance. Upon some spots of 

earth she has set the seal of her 
| mother’s love. They abound in 
| wonderful manifestations of the 
| power of God. These are the 
shrines and sanctuaries of Our Lady, to which such 
vast multitudes of the faithful have flocked to seek 
relief for soul and body, and which have played so 
important a part in the sanctification and perpetua- 
tion of God’s Church. 

From time immemorial men have made pilgrim- 
ages. At first our early ancestors visited the hills 
from which they had wandered as we today make 
pilgrimages to the homes of our grandparents. The 
Jews held the tombs of Esther and Mardochai in 
grateful memory so that they, as well as other 
monuments became the goal of pilgrimages. Jeru- 
salem for the Jews, Mecca for the Moslems were 
sacred spots hallowed by events that marked them 
as important for future generations. Mary, the 
Holy Women, and the Apostles were the first Chris- 
tian pilgrims, and in their footsteps have marched 
armies of devout Christians for nearly 2000 years. 
“People flock hither,” wrote St. Jerome in Jerusa- 
lem in the fourth century; “Jerusalem is full of 
men of every nation....” Our Lady of Edessa in 
Mesopotamia; Our Lady of Seydnai, Our Lady of 
Belment, Our Lady of Tortosa—these are some of 
the earliest shrines to 
Mary. Those who have 
heard of only a few of the 
shrines of the present day 
will be surprised to learn 
that these shrines are but 
a small fraction of the 
number existing from the 
beginning of the Church. 
France alone counts its 
sanctuaries to Our Lady 
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In venerating the Blessed Mother in her greatest 
prerogative, Motherhood of God, the church bell is 
rung each morning, noon, and evening, inviting the 
faithful to prayer. Originally only one Ave was said, 
but versicles have been added to a three-fold Ave 
and an oration appended. The practice of a morning 
bell began in Parma, Italy, in 1318, as a prayer for 
peace. The noon Angelus was ordered by Pope Cal- 
listus III in 1456. Champlain ordered that in New 
France the bell should mark also the end of the day. 
(Cf. Cath. Ency. Dictionary). 


ARY 
Picks Her Places 


by the score, and some of these, it is claimed, date 
back to Apostolic times. Germany, Belgium, Swit- 
zerland, Italy, Spain—all have their famous shrines 
to Our Lady. England, too, once had its hallowed 
spots where our Blessed Lady rewarded the faith 
and devotion of her English children by the favor 
of her visible presence. Many of these sanctuaries 
owe their origin to apparitions of the Blessed Vir- 
gin, in which she commanded a chapel or place of 
pilgrimage to be reared in her honor, or in which 
she complained to some favored one of her children 
of the crimes and abuses that she wished to remove, 
or promised her protection to those who would 
honor her in ways which she herself indicated. 

Another remarkable circumstance connected with 
the origin of these sanctuaries is the fact that, 
frequently, nothing in the outward and visible 
course of events led up to the miraculous occurrenc- 
es in which they had their rise. Suddenly and 
unexpectedly would Our Lady appear to some fa- 
vored person, or cause some prodigy to be wrought 
which was to convert some unknown corner of the 
earth into a famous shrine of the Queen of Heaven. 

There is still another circumstance in these ap- 
paritions which arrests our attention, one in which 
Mary copies, so to speak, the ways of God Himself. 
Nearly all of these extraordinary favors have been 
granted to persons of the most obscure condition 
in life. It has been said that God chooses the 
weak things of this world to confound the strong 
and the little things to confound the great. And so 
it has been with Mary. 
Sanctuaries that have 
world-wide fame by the 
miracles wrought in them 
have been founded 
through the poor and sim- 
ple and ignorant, e.g., 
Lourdes, La Salette, Fa- 
tima, Beauraing, and ma- 
ny other described in this 
issue of THE GRAIL 
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Apparition at La 
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The First Discourse 





Salette 


1846 


Site of Apparition 


Hattie C. Fleck 


ORE carefully tested and examined 

than this appearance of the Blessed 
Mother nothing could be. The most skeptical 
will bow to the testimony gathered and to the 
miracles wrought at this shrine. La Salette 
is a village in southern Dauphine, France. 
On September 19, 1846, it became the center 
of much interest, and the main subjects are, 
as in many of Mary’s apparitions, two poor 
children. 

Peter Maximin Giraud was born in Corps 
on the 27th of August, 1835, and was there- 
fore 11 years old. Without the least educa- 
tion, and too playful to listen to religious 
instruction, the child was not allowed to make 
his First Communion with others of his age. 
It is said that it took four years for him to 
learn the Hail Mary. He was hired out to a 
man known as Peter Selme. As a cattleherd 
at La Salette he did his work with cheerful- 
ness and honesty. 
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Weeping Madonna 


Frances Melanie Mathieu was also born in Corps. 
Her birthday was November 7th, 1831. Her parents 
were the poorest of the poor, and she was hired out 
to herd cattle at a very early age. As she worked 
every day, she had no chance to go to church. She 
had no knowledge of religion, and her poor memory 
did not allow her to retain what she had learned of 
the catechism. Her employer, Baptiste Pra, a small 
farmer, found the girl very timid and very care- 
less of her person, somewhat disobedient and in- 
clined to stubbornness 

These two children were not previously acquaint- 
ed, but on Saturday, the 19th of September, they 
drove their cows to a certain rivulet te drink; 
while the cattle were left to graze on the bank, the 
two children ate their lunch and then lay down 
and slept. When they awoke the cattle had strayed 
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away. They went at once to find them and it was 
while they were seeking the cattle that they had 
a rare experience. Their eyes were arrested by 
the appearance of a very extraordinary brilliance, 
dazzling as the sun. Presently the light appeared 
to open, and within it they distinguished the form 
of a lady yet more brilliant. She was sitting on 
the stones at the head of a dry fountain in an 
attitude of the most profound grief. When the 
Lady stood upright, she was of a tall and majestic 
appearance—so tall, Melanie said, that she had nev- 
er seen anyone of equal height. At first her elbows 
rested on her knees, and her face was buried in her 
hands, while tears flowed copiously from her eyes. 
The girl was frightened, but they heard a most 
sweet and gentle voice bidding them not to be 
afraid to come forward, for she had great news to 
tell them. The voice sounded very close, though 
the figure was thirty yards away. All fear left 
them and they ran towards the figure as to a loving 
mother. The Lady herself arose and advanced to 
meet them, not seeming, however, to tread upon 
the earth. Presently she stood between them and 
addressed the following words to them, weeping as 
she spoke: “If my people will not submit them- 
selves, I must let the hand of my Son fall upon 
them; it is so strong, so heavy, that I can keep it 
up no longer.... I have given you six days to 
labor in, I have reserved the seventh for myself; 
yet they will not give it me. It is this which makes 
the hand of my Son so heavy. Wagoners cannot 
swear without introducing the name of my Son.... 
If the harvest is spoilt you yourselves are the only 
cause of it....” 

When the Lady noticed that they could not un- 
derstand the French in which she spoke, she re- 
peated her message in the patois of the district. 
“If you have corn you must not sow it; all that 
you sow the beasts will eat; any that comes up 
will fall to powder when you thresh it. There will 
come a great famine, and before the famine the 
children under the age of seven years will be seized 
with a trembling and will fall in the hands of 
those that hold them; the rest will do penance by 
the famine....” 

Here the Lady paused, and it seemed to Melanie 
that she was speaking to the boy, but she heard 
nothing of what was said; then in like manner she 
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spoke to Melanie, and the boy saw that she was 
speaking but could not hear what was said. The 
Lady had confided to each a secret, and neither 
ever knew what was confided to the other, or if 
they were both given the same secret. 

The Lady rose gradually, visible for some min- 
utes between heaven and earth, at the height of two 
or three feet; then her head, her body, and her 
feet became lost in the light that surrounded her. 
Nothing but a globe of fire remained, and it pene- 
trated the firmament. 

The children drove their cows to the village and 
the report they brought in excuse for their late 
arrival passed rapidly from mouth to mouth. The 
children were brought to the parish priest, a sim- 
ple-hearted old man who listened to their story, 
questioned them, and was so impressed by their 
truthfulness that he used the incident for his ser- 
mon that Sunday. This brought upon him severe 
reprimand from the Bishop and removal from his 
parish. However, the Bishop and the neighboring 
priests conducted long and careful examinations to 
discover exactly what had taken place. After five 
years the Bishop gave his report, acknowledging 
the supernatural event that had taken place. The 
children were never prevailed upon to reveal their 
secret to anyone save the Pope. Each wrote the 
message entrusted to him and sent it sealed by the 
Vicar General of the diocese to the Pope who read 
the message and was satisfied with the contents. 
The only remark His Holiness made was: “They 
are scourges for France, but Germany and Italy 
and many other countries deserve the same.” 

In fulfillment of Mary’s comamnd, twice spoken 
“My children, you will make this known to all my 
people,” a vast basilica was built on the mountain 
side and the miraculous fountain, which sprung up 
on the site of Mary’s tears immediately drew thou- 
sands of pilgrims from all parts of the earth. In 
May, 1852, a religious congregation, the Mission- 
aries of Our Lady of La Salette, was founded by 
the Bishop of Grenoble, in whose diocese the appa- 
rition occurred, and Pope Pius XI gave his definite 
approval to the Institute, on June 7th, 1926. Since 
its foundation, this missionary band faithfully car- 
ried out Our Lady’s command to make known her 
Apostolate against the crimes of the day, to all her 
people, by establishing themselves not only in 
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France, but also in Italy, England, Belgium, Po- 
land, Switzerland, Germany, Madagascar, Brazil, 
Burma, Argentina, West Africa, and Canada. In 
our own country are houses in 17 dioceses, estab- 


lished by these Missionaries with Provincial Head- 
quarters at Bloomfield, Connecticut. 


(Continued on p. 320) 





Melanie at Age of 72 
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LOURDES 
-- 1858 -- 


INCE the “Song of Bernadette” it is unnecessary to tell 
Americans of this wonderful series of apparitions to a 
humble peasant girl. Even the secular dailies, unaccustomed 
to report anything manifesting divine power, have often given 
space to narrate miraculous cures at this, Our Lady’s Greatest 
Shrine in our day. 


Lourdes is a small town in the south of France. Near the 
town is an almost perpendicular cliff known as Massabielle 
in which it a natural grotto about twelve feet high and 
twelve feet deep. Within the grotto is a sort of niche about 
six feet high of almost oval shape. It was in this niche that 
on the eleventh of Febraury, 1858, the Virgin Mother of God 
appeared to the little shepherdess, Bernadette Soubirous, now 
a canonized saint. 


In 1858 Lourdes was indeed a very poor place, a halting 
place for tourists to Cauterets or Gavarni. There was no 
such thing as commerce or manufacture in the little moun- 
tain hamlet at that time, but there was plenty of faith in God. 
Even the great French Revolution had not destroyed that. 
Though the watchman on the tower had ceased to call out on 
the stroke of midnight, as had been the custom for ages, 
“Awake, ye who sleep, and pray for the suffering souls in 
Purgatory,” yet at day-break, and long before it, as at the 
sunset hour, the old parish church, a thousand years old, was 
filled with worshippers and among them we could have found 
Bernadette Soubirous, the chosen child of Mary, who at the 
age of fourteen was brought back from the neighboring 
village of Bartrés, where her parents had kept her from 
early childhood in the vain hope that she might develop into a 
healthy and robust woman. They brought her back from her 
light labor of tending a scanty flock to prepare for her first 
Communion. 

She was a pious little girl and very familiar with her 
rosary, reciting it as it is recited in that country: that is, by 
meditating on the fruits of the fifteen mysteries, as well as 
on the mysteries themselves, and at each decade humbly ask- 
ing for some special grace. 


So when on the morning of Thursday, February 11, 1858, 
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she stooped before the Grotto to remove her shoes 
and stockings, in order without wetting them, to 
follow her sister Marie and their companion, Jeanne 
Abadie, into its recesses, that she, too, might bear 
home her share of the much needed drift-wood for 
the hearth fire, it is not surprising that she should 
have instantly fallen upon her knees and drawn 
forth her precious beads when the voice, silent to 
all other ears, had stirred her senses, and looking 
up, she had beheld the vision. 

The air was still—yet the leaves in the tree tops 
rustled. She looked up—for there was something 
peculiar in the sound. She saw nothing. The first 
murmur was only to prepare her. A second stir of 
the leaves, as if they were saluting the heavenly 
vistor, directed Bernadette’s eyes to a beautiful 
sight. 

It was a sight that has become dear to us all. 
The radiant Lady stood in a shining white robe, 
with blue girdle falling to her feet, and ample 
sweeping veil, golden roses on the feet, which 
rested so lightly on the eglantine that embowered 
the moss-grown stones. That day and hour mark 
an epoch in the nineteenth century. Again the su- 
pernatural spoke to the world, by the voice of an 
untutored child. 

As the little maid knelt and gazed, she saw that 
the beautiful vision also held a rosary. Its links 
shone like gold, and its beads were like alabaster. 
Bernadette could not have felt afraid after that. 

On the way home she asked the others if they 
had seen anything. They had not, but the question 
aroused their curiosity, and they soon got the story 
from Bernadette. The mother, too, learned of it 
and tried to convince 
her daughter that she 


rosary at the spot where she had knelt three days 
before, and almost immediately her face became 
transfigurek “She is there,” she whispered to her 
companions. But they saw nothing. They urged 
her to sprinkle the place with holy water and to 
speak to the “Lady.” “If you come from God, 
approach,” called Bernadette timidly, and as she 
sprinkled the holy water about, the Lady moved 
smilingly toward her, fingering her beads as Ber- 
nadette was doing. 

The Blessed Virgin told Bernadette that she 
should come back to the Grotto each day for a 
fortnight, and that others should come with her. 
“TI desire to see many here,” Mary told her. 

After that day her going and coming were no 
longer in peace or tranquility. She was followed 
by ever-increasing numbers. Those who beheld her 
face in ecstasy were converted. In order to achieve 
this thousands passed the entire night upon the 
hillside opposite the Grotto. 

On the next visit Our Lady imparted to Berna- 
dette a secret for herself. She also bade her “go 
and drink at the fountain, wash in it, and eat of 
the grass that grows beside it.” 

When she received this command, the obedient 
little one turned toward the River Gave, but the 
Vision pointed in the opposite direction where there 
was neither spring nor fountain; nothing but a 
little mound in the hollow of the rock, on which a 
few spare tufts of grass were growing. To their 
astonishment the multitude then saw Bernadette 
stoop and scrape the earth. Slowly a few drops 
of muddy water formed in the hollow she had made. 

(Continued on page 316.) 





had seen nothing. . The 
girls returned to the 
Grotto on Sunday, but 
this time they took with 
them some holy water to 
use in case they should 
discover that there were 
some diabolic deception 
in the affair. At Ber- 
nadette’s suggestion 
they knelt to say their 
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Our Lady 


THE GRAIL comes to you from St. Meinrad, Indiana, 
named after a monk of the ninth century whose hermit- 
age became one of the greatest pilgrim spots of Europe. 
Einsiedeln was the mother abbey of the first monks to 


settle in southern Indiana, and their spiritual 


have commemorated that fact by dedicating the abbey 


church at St. Meinrad to Our Lady of Einsiedeln. 
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N the year 822 Meinrad, a young man about twenty-five 

years of age, the son of noble parents, received the 
religious habit in the Benedictine monastery of Reichenau, 
where he had been educated. The monks of that period 
enjoyed a great reputation for sanctity and learning. But 
Meinrad felt himself called to a life of more complete 
seclusion than that of the community; and after five or six 
years he retired, with the consent of his superiors, to a 
solitary spot on Mount Etzel, taking with him nothing but 
a few books. There he built a cell and lived a hermit’s life, 
until the fame of his sanctity drew so many visitors to his 
home that he resolved to remove thence, and seek the 
depths of the dense pine forest, which clothed the moun- 
tains around Lake Luzerne, so that he could devote his days 
to prayer and practices of penance. For some time he lived 
in the hermitage he had made for himself in the “Dark 
Forest,” holding intercourse with heaven alone, his only 
companions two ravens which he had taken from the nest 
and tamed. The retreat of the holy man was discovered, 
however, by a woodcutter; and once known it became the 
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resort of hundreds of persons who desired - the 
spiritual instruction, consolation and counsel which 
Meinrad gave to all who came to him. 

In 835 a chapel was built adjoining his cell and a 
statue of Our Lady, holding on her left arm the 
Divine Child, was given to him by the abbess of a 
convent at Zurich. This was the famous image 
which has ever since been the object of great 
veneration to millions of pilgrims, who have re- 
ceived innumerable celestial favors in answer to the 
fervent prayers offered at its feet. The image is 
carved in wood and is three feet four inches in 
height. Its color is now perfectly black; but wheth- 
er this is the original color of the wood, or the 
result of great age and long exposure to the smoke 
of burning tapers, it is impossible to determine. 

Meinrad placed this precious gift over the simple 
altar of his little chapel, whither the peasants of 
the neighborhood repaired on Sundays to hear 
Mass, and soon extraordinary graces began to be 
manifested there. Pilgrims in ever-increasing num- 
bers came from far and near, and found miraculous 
answers given to prayers. Such was the origin of 
the pilgrimage to Our Lady of Ejinsiedeln, or the 
Hermitage. 





One winter’s day, when the roughly-made roads 
through the forest were almost impassable on ac- 
count of a heavy fall of snow, two men, coveting 
the treasures which they supposed Meinrad to have 
amassed from the offerings of pilgrims, presented 
themselves at the door of his cell. Meinrad, who 
had received a supernatural intimation of their 
coming and of their evil intent, had just finished 
‘offering the Holy Sacrifice of the Mass when they 
arrived. He welcomed them kindly, admitted them 
to his dwelling, and set before them such hospitali- 
ty as it was in his power to offer. 

Untouched by his charity, they seized him and 
cruelly beat him to death with their clubs. After 
laying his body upon the dry leaves which formed 
his couch, the miscreants were about to pillage the 
chapel when they perceived a delicious fragrance 
pervading the cell; they saw that two candles 
standing beside the bed on which the murdered 
man lay had become ignited without human hand. 
Struck with sudden terror they hastily took to 
flight. But the two ravens belonging to the Saint 
pursued them to Zurich, uttering sharp cries and 
harassing them incessantly. This led to the cap- 
ture of the criminals. They were brought to jus- 
tice and the remains of St. Meinrad were removed 
to the Abbey of Reichenau, where they were in- 
terred with every mark of affectionate veneration. 

For nearly half a century after the death of 
Meinrad the hermitage in the Dark Forest re- 
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mained untenanted, until in 906 Benno, the scion of 
a royal house and a canon of Strasburg Cathedral, 
caused it to be restored, and dwelt there for some 
years with a few other hermits. Later on a com- 
munity of regular monks of St. Benedict was es- 
tablished on the spot and a magnificent church 
built, within whose precincts the chapel of St. 
Meinrad was enclosed. 

The church and monastery were ten years in the 
course of erection. They were completed in Sep- 
tember, 948; and at the abbot’s request, Conrad, 
the Bishop of Constance, repaired to Einsiedeln for 
the purpose of consecrating the new structure. The 
day fixed for the ceremony was September 14, the 
Feast of the Exaltation of the Holy Cross. 

On the preceding evening, after the monks had 
finished the nocturnal Office and retired to rest, the 
Bishop went to the church to spend a part of the 
night in prayer. Shortly after midnight a light 
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more brilliant than that of the sun at its zenith 
illuminated the sanctuary, and the sound was heard 
of voices singing most melodiously. Looking up 
the Prelate beheld two choirs of angels chanting 
the hymns appointed by the Church for the solemn 
consecration of a church. More wondrous by far, 
he beheld Our Lord Himself standing at the high 
altar, arrayed in the pontifical vestments, prepar- 
ing to celebrate the Mass of Dedication. St. Ste- 
phen, protomartyr, officiated as deacon, and St. 
Lawrence as subdeacon. St. Peter, St. Gregory, 
and St. Augustine stood around; while before the 
altar, seated on a throne of light, was the glorious 
Queen of Heaven, with her attendant train of an- 
gelic spirits. The Bishop watched with rapt at- 
tention every detail of the ceremonial, which cor- 
responded to the minutest particulars with the rites 
prescribed by the Church. Long after the ceremony 
was at an end, and the singing had ceased, the 
Bishop remained kneeling in an ecs- 
tatic trance. When he was informed 
that it was time to begin the cere- 
mony he replied that the church was 
already consecrated, and related the 
vision he had seen during the night. 
As he was still urged to begin 
he yielded and proceeded to vest. 
But when all had taken their places 
and he was about to utter the first 
words, a voice was distinctly heard 
by all present to say three times: 
“Cease, brother; for the Church has 
been divinely consecrated.” Thus the 
reality of the vision was proved be- 
yond a doubt. 


Sixteen years later, on the depo- 
sition of the Bishop of Augsburg, 
and other witnesses who had been 
present on the occasion, the miracu- 
lous event was confirmed by a bull of 
Pope Leo VIII. 


In 1029 the church together with 
the adjacent conventual buildings 
was destroyed by fire. The flames 
spared nothing but the Chapel of St. 
Meinrad containing the image, 
which was found perfectly intact a- 
mid the charred and blackened ruins. 
No time was lost in rebuilding the 
church, and on the day of its con- 
secration Meinrad was raised by 
Pope Benedict IX to the altars of 
the Church, and his remains were 
translated from the Abbey of Reich- 
enau to the scene of his martyrdom. 
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Our Lady of Montserrat 
- 890 ~ 


ARCELONA stands on the Mediterranean, tion, not only in Barcelona but throughout all Cata- 

and from a remote period of antiquity has lonia; and wondrous were the graces and favors 

been a place of considerable importance. It is said to have been bestowed upon those who sought 
supposed to have been founded by the famous _ help and consolation at the Shrine. 

But in the seventh century the Saracens entered 

Spain, carrying death and devastation wherever 

| they appeared. The Christians of Barcelona were 

stricken with fear, not so much for their lives and 

j homes, as at the thought that the precious treasure 

confided to their city might fall into the hands of 

| the barbarians. For three years they defended 

' themselves bravely against the infidels. Finding 

they could no longer resist, they determined to re- 

move the holy image to a 

secure hiding-place, where 

it would be safe from the 

insults and profanations of 

the conquerors. Conse- 

quently the Bishop and 

the governor of the city, 

aided by a trusty band, 





















Carthaginian General, 
Hamilear Barca, from 
whom it has derived its 
name. A short distance 
from this ancient city is 
the mountain of Mont- 
serrat, famous for the 
miraculous image of 
Our Lady so long con- 
cealed in its rocky re- 
cesses, and of which the 
granite mountain alone knew the secret; famous also 
as being the spot where St. Ignatius of Loyola having 
laid aside forever the vain trappings of worldly knight- 
hood, passed his lonely vigil of penance and prayer 

before assuming the arms of a knight of the Cross. 

This celebrated mountain presents a curious spectacle 
to the traveler’s eye, consisting as it does of a num- 
ber of rocky, cone-shaped peaks, rising one above the 
other until they terminate in a cluster round the sum- 
mit. This group of cones, seen from a distance, bears 
a fanciful resemblance to the teeth of a saw; and to 
this the mountain owes its name of Montserrat, or the 
serrated mountain. 

Tradition tells us that the miraculous image of 
Montserrat was the work of the Apostle St. Luke. 
The old chronicles go on to relate that St. Peter, when 
passing through Spain, entrusted the image to the first 
Bishop of Barcelona, St. Etereo. From that time until 
the seventh century the holy image was held in venera- * 
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with the utmost secrecy carried the object of their 
leve and veneration to one of the most hidden and 
inaccessible caves of Montserrat. The translation 
took place on the 22nd of April, 718; and a full 
account of the origin of the miraculous image and 
the cause of its removal was drawn up and care- 
fully deposited in the archives of the city. 

The years rolled on. The inhabitants of Barcelo- 
na never lost sight of the tradition of the image 
which had passed from their midst, but by degrees 
all knowledge of its secret resting-place was lost. 

It was the year 890. One Saturday evening some 
shepherd boys from Monistrol, a village at the foot 
of Montserrat, were tending their flocks on the 
mountain. Suddenly one of them noticed a brilliant 
light issuing from a cave under one of the cone-like 
rocks. It streamed forth with such dazzling splen- 
dor as to illuminate a considerable portion of the 
mountain around, causing it to stand out in start- 
ling distinction against the sombre darkness of the 
night. He drew his companion’s attention to the 
strange occurrence, and they gazed in silent awe. 
At the same time they heard strains of the sweetest 
music, like angelic harmonies. 

The youths quickly told their parents ef what 
they had seen. The old people, somewhat incredu- 
lous, went to the mountain only on the following 
Saturday and witnessed the phenomenon. Filled 


with awe the peasants hastened to acquaint the 
parish priest of Olesa with what was happening on 
Montserrat. The good priest in his turn, doubting 
their statement, repaired without delay to the 
mountain. Again the wondrous light streamed 
from the cave and celestial harmony filled the air, 

Up to this time no one had dared to penetrate to 
the spot whence the marvels issued. The rector of 
Olesa, taking with him those who had been wit- 
nesses of these extraordinary manifestations, went 
to Manresa, and laid before the Bishop of the 
diocese a detailed account of the sights and sounds 
seen and heard on Montserrat. The Bishop deter- 
mined to investigate the matter. On the following 
Saturday he, with a number of his clergy, the rec- 
tor of Olesa, and the other privileged persons who 
had seen the heavenly sight, went in solemn pro- 
cession, just as the evening Angelus was ringing, 
to that part of the mountain where the wonder had 
taken place. The shades of night had scarcely 
fallen when a light of unearthly effulgence streamed 
from the cave, and at the same time music of 
ecstatic sweetness and angelic canticles were heard. 
The lights and harmonies continued until midnight, 
when the glorious radiance faded, leaving the rocky 
peaks in blackest darkness; and the heavenly 


‘strains also died away, to be succeeded by the deep 


silence of night. 





On April 30, 1906, the pupils of the Jesuit College at Quito 
were at recreation, when a small boy, happening to look up at 
a picture of Our Lady of sorrows on the wall, saw the Blessed 
Virgin slowly opening and closing her eyes. He at once told his 
companions. They called the professors and the other boys to 
look at the picture. The former refused to admit the prodigy 
until they themselves had witnessed it. 


The picture is an oleograph of medium size, representing our 
Blessed Lady, her face diffused with sadness and her heart 
pierced by seven swords. 


On the second occasion on which the miracle took place the 


OUR LADY OF QUITO 





pupils were reciting the rosary in church, to which the picture 
had been removed with great pomp and ceremony. Here the 
miracle was repeated about twenty times in all, before crowds 
of devout witnesses, and many conversions followed. On July 
6th at 3 P.M., at the very moment in which the newly appointed 
Archbishop of Quito was entering the town to take possession 
of his See, whilst the choir was singing “Turn towards us thine 
eyes of pity,” the Blessed Virgin slowly moved her eyes; then 
suddenly the background of the picture disappeared and the 
figure stood out in relief. The complexion was that of a living 
person. Twice the eyes were lifted to heaven. At other times they would be tightly closed as if to re- 
press tears. Then the face became pale as death. The crowds broke out into cries and sobs, until the 
Blessed Virgin’s face resumed its natural color. On one occasion three little children entering the church 
found the Holy Mother weeping. The last time the prodigy took place was toward the end of July, when 
the Blessed Virgin did not manifest any signs pf suffering. She turned towards the tabernacle. It is said 
that sometimes she looked from one side to the other as if looking for someone. 
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The Bishop ordered that the next morning, at break of day, 
the mountain should be scaled and the cave searched. This 
proved a difficult task; but the men filled with pious enthusi- 
asm, at great risk, succeeded in reaching the cave. On enter- 
ing they perceived a most delightful fragrance; and advancing 
farther, were rewarded by the discovery of the holy image 
which had lain hidden in the dark recesses of the cave for 
so Many years. 

On hearing of their discovery, the Bishop filled with joy, 
announced his intention of proceeding at any risk to the spot. 
A procession was formed, in which were carried innumerable 
wax lights, and after some time the cave was reached. The 
Bishop knelt down and gave thanks to God for the marvelous 
revelation. He then took the holy image with the intention 
of placing it in the cathedral at Manresa, that it might there 
receive the veneration of the faithful. But when the proces- 
sion on its return reached the spot where the Church of Our 
Lady of Montserrat now stands, it was brought to a sudden 
standstill; those composing it finding themselves unable to 
proceed or to retrace their steps, nor could they move the 
statue. Here the chapel was built, and later a convent of 
Benedictine nuns established. Because of the great number 
of pilgrims, the convent was moved to Barcelona, and a 
monastery of Benedictine monks placed there. 

In 1492 foundations were laid for a magnificent cathedral to 
replace the first chapel. The work was not completed until 
1592. The sacred image was removed to its new shrine with 
great solemnity on July 9th, 1599—His Majesty Philip II 
taking part in the ceremonies. 


Our Lady and the Rosary 


To those who recite my Psalter, I promise my special pro- 
tection. 

The Rosary will be a powerful weapon against the powers 
of hell; it will root out vices, destroy sin, and subjugate 
all heresies. 

He who calls on me through the Rosary will not perish. 

Whatever you ask through the Rosary will be granted. 

Those who propagate my Rosary shall be helped by me in 
all their necessities. 

Devotion to my Rosary is a great sign of predestination. 

Whoever recites the Rosary, devoutly meditating on the holy 
mysteries, will not be cast down by troubles nor perish by 
an unprovided death, but if he is a sinner, he shall be 
converted; if he is virtuous, he shall increase in grace, 
and become worthy of eternal life. 

Those who are truly devout in reciting my Rosary shall not 
die without the Sacraments. 

I will deliver from Purgatory in the space of a day those 
devoted to my Rosary. 

The true children of the Rosary shall enjoy a great glory 
in heaven. 

E. de M. 
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FATIMA REPEATED 


A series of apparitions of Our Lady 
which began May 1944, at Bonate, in 
the diocese of Bergamo, Northern 
Italy, which bear a marked similarity 
to those of Fatima, and which began 
on the very anniversary day of the 
first of the Fatima visions, are now 
the subject of an official enquiry by 
the ecclesiastical authorities. 

The following authentic account by 
Fr. Castelhranco, published in the 
Swiss revue, THE ROSARY, has been 
reprinted by the French Catholic 
daily, LA CROIX: 

“On May 13, 1944 (the date coincides 
with that of the first apparitions at 
Fatima, Portugal) three little girls 
from the hamlet of Chicie de Bonate, 
near Ponte-San-Pietro, (diocese of 
Bergamo) were gathering flowers in 
a meadow for Our Lady’s altar. Sud- 
denly, one of them, little Adelaide, 
aged seven, went into an _ ecstasy. 
When she came to, she said that she 
had seen a beautiful lady who called 
herself the Madonna. The lady asked 
her to come back on nine consecutive 
days. 

“The three children complied with 
the lady’s wishes and the vision was 
renewed on the next four consecutive 
days. 

“News of the apparitions very rapid- 
ly spread and on the 19th there were 
about a thousand people present. 

“Adelaide declared that she saw the 
Blessed Virgin, St. Joseph and the 
Child Jesus, and that Our Lady said: 
‘Everybody must pray that the present 
malediction will soon end.’” 

On the 20th there were 5,000 and 
on the 21st (Sunday) there were 
200,000 witnesses. It is rumored that 
numerous and remarkable cures took 
place. 

“However, Mgr. Bernareggi, Bishop 
of Bergamo, requested Fr. Luigi Cor- 
teri, with a group of priests and doc- 
tors, to investigate. Adelaide was 
placed in the charge of the Ursuline 
Nuns and came to the scene of the ap- 
paritions in a car. On Sunday, 28th 
there were 300,000 people present, 
among whom were 2,000 sick. The 
Madonna appeared on the 29th, 30th 
and 31st. 
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H. C. McGinnis 


HE advocates of peacetime 

military conscription may be 

roughly divided into three 
groups. First, the militarists, no 
matter by what other name they 
may prefer to be called. Second, 
the totalitarian-minded folks, who 
realize that conscript armies, in- 
doctrinated by the State, have been 
the backbone of totalitarian re- 
gimes. Such armies, schooled in the 
use of force and trained to un- 
questioning obedience, make excel- 
lent material for a man on horse- 
back. Third, those good Americans 
who sincerely believe that with the 
forces of totalitarianism rapidly 
gaining in the world, this nation 
must be subjected to peacetime uni- 
versal conscription as a_ safety 
measure. Some of these people are 
victims of emotionalism rather than 
logic, or else have fallen victim to 
reading the pro side of the question 
without either reading or having 
available the con arguments. 

In the first place this question 
must not be decided by emotionalism, 
by the hysteria created by war and 
the fear of a repetition of war. 
Peacetime conscription means a 
radical change in basic American 
policy and would have far reaching 
implications outside the military 
field. Once we give in to the least 
degree to the idea that the State 
“must rule the people and not the 
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Peacetime Conscription? 


people the State, we have embarked 
on a dangerous trail. Furthermore, 
there is no immediate rush about 
settling the matter, except that the 
question’s proponents would like to 
have it adopted before the millions 
of men and women who understand 
the implications of military service 
can return home to have their voice 
in the matter. Also, the Selective 
Service Act calls for ten years’ obli- 
gation to the reserve forces for 
every conscripted person upon re- 
lease from active service. Our 
present conscripted army, even 
when returned to civilian status, 
will afford a well trained and ex- 
perienced reserve for perhaps ten 
years and most certainly for four 
or five. This huge and trained re- 
serve, in case of an emergency 
arising within the next few years, 
will make an excellent defense force 
whose natural peacetime losses can 
be easily repaired from the one and 
one quarter million young men com- 
ing of military age each year. 
These youngsters, with a minimum 
of training, will make excellent re- 
placements when brigaded with ex- 
perienced veterans. Certainly, with 
millions of experienced reservists on 
hand to supplement the regular 
forces, there will be time to give the 
new inductee the four-months train- 
ing given our inductees in the war 
just past. Therefore, for a few 
years at least, we shall be an ex- 
tremely foolish people if we permit 
ourselves to be stampeded into 
making this inroad against democ- 
racy without waiting a reasonable 
time to observe how the world order 
is working out, as well as the de- 
velopment of the aggressive or non- 
aggressive tendencies of other big 
powers. The proponents do not 
even attempt to refute the claim 
that our military preparedness from 
the standpoint of trained manpower 
is fully taken care of for the next 
five years at least, for they cannot 
argue against bald facts. Hence 
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they appeal to emotionalism and 
rely upon sly propaganda based 
upon secret foundations. 

Their arguments are not difficult 
to answer when examined in their 
true light. For example, their state- 
ment that this nation needs a re- 
serve of 10,000,000 trained men in 
view of what may soon happen is 
amply answered by the fact that 
the Selective Service Act gives us a 
much larger reserve for the next ten 
years, by the end of which time, or 
perhaps before, we shall have ample 
reasons at hand to enable us to de- 
cide wisely one way or the other. 
Then their argument that techno- 
logical advances belittle our former 
geographical advantages which 
would ordinarily give us some time 
to prepare an army has nothing to 
do with the mobilization of a land 
force. The next attack upon the 
United States, should it be at- 
tempted, will undoubtedly be an un- 
heralded form of destruction from 
the skies. The protection against 
this lies in maintaining our present 
naval and air supremacy, plus a 
highly mechanized regular army 
which will be available at a mo- 
ment’s notice. The question of an 
adequate peacetime defense, based 
upon regular forces secured through 
voluntary enlistments, has nothing 
to do with peacetime conscription. 
The cry that universal military 
training would give the United 
States greater power in internation- 
al proposals negates the general 
American conviction, and belies the 
other utterances of those making it, 
that the coming peace must be 
based on justice rather than one 
imposed by force. Our national 
mind and efforts should be turned 
to the making of a workable inter- 
national organization based upon 
justice, not upon the establishment 
of huge, competitive military ma- 
chines. The introduction now of 
universal military training would be 
a denial of faith in world coopera- 
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tion and certainly would not be con- 
ducive to securing collaboration in 
world disarmament. In the face of 
a nearly world-wide desire for 
peace, peacetime conscription by this 
nation would naturally cause the 
suspicion that our fine pronounce- 
ments concerning world-cooperation 
are largely hypocritical. Further- 
more, very frankly, the absence of 
a powerful military machine at their 
backs should cause our political 
leaders to work harder for world 
cooperation than they would if they 
had ten or fifteen million trained 
men to use to cover up their mis- 
takes or lack of foresight. 

Then comes the claim that peace- 
time conscription would develop the 
nation’s health and build the stami- 
na and physical hardness so neces- 
sary to active campaigning. The 
latter part of this claim is purely 
idiotic. A trained reservist, away 
from training for a year or so, 
would require the same toughening 
before active service as one never 
trained at all. While it is admitted 
that military training establishes 
good health habits and teaches per- 
sonal health, there is no reason why 
such instruction must be delegated 
to the military. The home and the 
school can, and should, handle in- 
struction in these matters very 
satisfactorily. The induction age 
would be much too late to check up 
on physical disabilities and health 
defects. This should be done by the 
parents, aided by a _ school-health 
program beginning with the first 
grade and extending through all 
grades. We need not surrender our 
democratic way of life to have na- 
tional good health, even if one year 
of military training could miracu- 
lously produce it. Furthermore, 
compulsory military training would 
do nothing for those who need a 
health program the most—those nor- 
mally rejected for military service. 
Only school—and public health pro- 
grams, adequately carried out, will 
increase the national health. 

The vocational training which the 
pro’s offer as a lure is also a func- 
tion of the schools and not of the 
Army. But if it were not a school 
function, a year crammed full of 
high-powered military instruction 
would scarcely permit of sufficient 
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worthwhile vocational training. Nor 
does the function of teaching citi- 
zenship belong to the Army. Citi- 
zenship, its rights and responsibili- 
ties, should be taught in the school 
and in the home. If our public 
schools are failing to teach this sub- 
ject properly, the answer lies in 
overhauling the schools, not in turn- 
ing the duty over to the military. 
The best type of training in citizen- 
ship is that which is based on the 
religious concept of life—in con- 
formity with the second of the Two 
Great Commandments—and the 
military services obviously do not 
specialize in the religious concept. 

One of the arguments most often 
advanced by the pro side is that 
military training teaches discipline, 
the habit of prompt obedience, and 
a wholesome respect for proper au- 
thority and that therein lies the 
solution to juvenile delinquency. It 
is not enforced discipline, but self- 
discipline, that is necessary to a 
moral community. Military life 
makes little effort to teach self- 
discipline. Instead it depends upon 
a system of enforced discipline with 
penalties to be used when the of- 
fender is detected. Self-discipline 
is a product of proper moral train- 
ing and lies within the provinces of 
the home, the church and the school. 
A year’s military training will hold 
an incorrigible youth in check for 
the period of his service and not al- 
ways then, for there are many who 
think a stretch in the guard-house 
something to beast about. Nor will 
a year’s training in discipline of any 
variety, given to an eighteen or 
nineteen year old youth, change the 
juvenile delinquency picture to any 
appreciable extent. The time to 
check juvenile delinquency is long 
before that age, as police records 
prove. Also, the moral atmosphere 
of military camps and their sur- 
roundings is not the most whole- 
some. An organization which freely 
furnishes prophylaxis kits for the 
prevention of diseases arising from 
illicit and promiscuous sexual inter- 
course and hands out contraceptives 
galore is scarcely one to increase 
the moral standards of potential de- 
linquents or of youngsters who have 
already faced juvenile courts. The 
military service is interested in only 
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that type of discipline which fur- 
thers military ends, and military ob- 
jectives are not the answer to ju- 
venile delinquency. 

Peacetime conscription propo- 
nents argue that universal military 
training is democracy’s very es- 
sence. This is sheer bunk. While 
wartime conscription is admittedly 
the fairest and most democratic way 
of meeting an emergency, peacetime 
encroachment upon the course of 
the individual is another matter, es- 
pecially when the necessity is far 
from proven. The interruption of 
the education, career, or the early 
marriage of a young man when no 
real necessity demands is not the 
function of true democracy. That 
it has been regarded as an encroach- 
ment upon personal rights where 
practiced is seen by the millions of 
immigrants who came to America to 
escape that very thing. The ideals 
of democracy are not enhanced by 
the autocratic government of mili- 
tary organizations, nor are a de- 
mocracy’s young men_ receiving 
training in proper self-expression 
when arbitrary commands take the 
place of conviction. In fact, uni- 
versal training given to young men 
just arriving at the voting age could 
easily subject millions to an indoc- 
trination by the Federal government 
which would be flavored by the 
ideologies of the group then in 
office. Federal control of education 
is generally regarded as a hazard 
to true democracy and wholesale 
Federal indoctrination of millions of 
American youth would constitute a 
species of Federal control of educa- 
tion. Should a Socialistic or Com- 
munistic-minded group come into 
office behind false colors, irreparable 
damage to the American concept of 
life could be effected by it, under the 
guise of training in citizenship, 
through an ideological indoctrina- 
tion masquerading as Americanism. 

The maintenance of an efficient 
navy, an adequate and up to date 
air force, and a thoroughly skilled 
mechanized regular army of proper 
size, supplemented by a _ greatly 
augmented National Guard, will 
furnish adequate protection until 
this nation can sanely determine the 
future measures it must take for its 
safety. 
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N ancient times the ramshorn, or jobel, as it was called, was pe 
sounded joyfully on the days of great Jewish celebration and | F 
from this old instrument comes our word jubilee. S: 
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Thus, according to La Voz Guadalupana, at the opening cere- to 
mony of this Mexican jubilee year, October 12, 1944, to October | tt 
12, 1945, His Excellency, the Most Reverend Luis Altamirano y ed 
Bulnes, Archbishop of Morelia, gave an eloquent sermon on the 80 
text of Leviticus, 10:25. “Thou shalt sanctify the fiftieth year be 
for it is a jubilee year.” (Sanctificabis annum quinquagesimum, | P 
ipse enim est jubileus). And for the past year trumpets have | i 
sounded throughout the land. T 
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Yes, it is the fiftieth anniversary of the crowning of Our Lady 
of Guadalupe. A Holy Year celebrated under the leadership of 
His Excellency, Luis Maria Martinez, Archbishop of Mexico, who 
personally appointed the heads of nine committees to oversee 
every possible angle of the celebration of the feast. The Mexican 
episcopate has published a pastoral letter to be read in every 
church, urging that during the course of the year they arrange 
for missions and Eucharistic days, lectures, conferences and 
pilgrimages, and he warned against protestant infiltration which 
threatens this Catholic country. Bishops from all Latin America 
will either be present at the great shrine or celebrate in their 
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own churches, the coronation of the Heavenly Lady 
who once came personally to America and spoke to a 
converted Aztec Indian of fifty-five years, (On De- 
cember 9, 1531) concerning his oppressed people 
and all the peoples of the world. 

Juan Diego was hurrying from his village, Tol- 
petlac, to Mass and religious instructions, in the 
Franciscan church at Tlaltelolco. It was a cold 
Saturday morning and he donned his slimpsy tilma 
to protect him a little against the chill that lay on 
the hill of Tepeyac, which he must cross. He start- 
ed off, before the dawh, with his sandals slapping 
softly against the rugged mountain path, his head 
bent against the wind. A pious fellow, and very 
poor, but also very humble, and not at all given to 
halucinations, he stopped short near the top of 
Tepeyac to listen to strains of angelic music that 
seemed to be coming from the mountain top. “Am 
I dreaming?” he asked himself? “Or am I already 
in heaven?” He gazed about, but saw nothing and 
suddenly the music ceased, and he thought to go 
on. But a voice called to him: “Jaunito, Juan 
Dieguito—” And he followed the direction of the 
sound, not at all frightened, but filled with a 
strange happiness and wonder at who might be 
calling to him. : 

When he reached the top of the hill he saw 
standing, a serene lady, her garments shining like 
the sun and all around her, the cliff was like 
burnished gold set with precious stones that turned 
the prickly pear trees and mesquite and other 
sparse foliage to emerald and turquoise. 

The lovely Lady looked upon him with such 
sweetness, Juan felt like melting away, and she 
spoke in her voice of flutelike harmony. “My small- 
est son,” she said quietly, “I am the Virgin Mary, 
Mother of the Lord of heaven and earth.” Juan’s 
eyes were deep pools of reverent awe. And the 
Lady continued: “I come to tell you that I desire 
that a temple be built here upon this spot that 
I may show my love and compassion for all your 
oppressed countrymen who love and seek me. And 
for all who ask my protection and call on me in 
sorrow and affliction. That this may be done, go 
to the palace of the Bishop in Mexico, and tell him 
all that you have seen and heard and admired. Rest 
assured that I shall reward you with a happy life. 
Go, my son, and do your best for your heavenly 
mother.” 

Juan bowed before the radiant lady and replied: 
“Lady, I go to do your will. Your humble servant 
takes leave of you.” 

The Lady watched as Juan trudged on for three 
miles in the mountain sunrise. Now a new worry 
descended on him. The Bishop would not believe 
him—even if he got to see him. But the Lady had 


commanded him and one did not say no to the 
Mother of God. So Juan did not get to Mass that 
morning, but shuffled to Mexico City, to the Bish- 
op’s house and knocked at his door. He waited, 
for the servants to open it. But as he had suspect- 
ed they were in no mood to admit a poor Indian 
to the Bishop’s presence. 

“But I must see the Bishop. The Lady said I 
must give him a message!” Juanito pleaded. But 
no! The Bishop was pressed for time—they told 
him. It was several hours before the Indian could 
persuade any one that he simply had to see Bishop 
Juan Zumarraga, first Bishop of Mexico. 

When he had begged and pleaded to the point of 
their exasperation, the servants gave in, and he 
stood before the good Franciscan Bishop and 
poured the strange tale into his ears. The Bishop 
eyed him keenly and listened to the end. Then he 
told him; “Come back later, Juan. I shall think 
over all that you have reported.” 

“But the Lady said....” began Juan, but the 
Bishop bowed him out and the door closed behind 
the crestfallen Dieguito. Dejectedly, he went back 
to the mountain. “I failed my lady,” he thought 
to himself. “She trusted me and I failed the Bless- 
ed Mother of God....” 

It was growing dark for he had spent nearly all 
day at the closed door of the Bishop. He was 
looking at the ground and at first did not notice 
her, but suddenly, lifting his head, he saw the 
Virgin Mary waiting on the spot where she had 
been that morning. Had the Indian known it, this 
was the spot whereon had stood the ancient Aztec 
temple. But had he known it, it would have made 
little sense to him. 

The Lady looked upon him compassionately, and 
Juan knelt before her with tears in his eyes. “The 
Bishop said he would think about it,” he half whis- 
pered in a shaking voice. “Please Lady, would it 
not be better to send some smarter fellow than I am 
to carry your message? I am not smart at all.” 

The Lady Mother smiled down into the tearful 
“Son, I have legions of angels to do my will. 
But I want only you to be my errand boy.” Juan 
looked deeply into the Mother eyes and again his 
heart melted. 

The next day he went again to the Bishop who 
received him a bit more kindly and asked him 
endless questions. Juan’s sincerity was too obvious 
to be mistaken for guile, but Juan was excited and 
told his story badly. At last the Bishop sent him 
away again, saying doubtfully: ‘“‘Ask your Lady 
to send me some sign to prove that she is the 
Mother of God.” Juan went off discouraged. It 
was no use for him to try to persuade the Bishop. 
But against the Blessed Mother met him on the 


eyes. 
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hill, and promised to send the Bishop a sign. “Come 
in the morning as usual and you shall receive the 
sign,” she informed him tenderly. 

However, Juan did not expect to see the Lady 
the next morning. His uncle was ill of a native 
fever which the doctor could not help with his 
herbs, and Juan had to care for him. Fearing he 
would die, Juan put on his tilma that morning 
and took a different and longer road to town to 
get the priest from the Franciscan Fathers Con- 
vent to give his uncle the last Sacraments. He 
was afraid to meet his Lady. She might keep 
him talking about the sign and his uncle might 
die. After he had done his duty toward Bernardino 
he would certainly return to do what Blessed Mary 
had ordered. 

But Blessed Mother took the long way, too, today, 
and, all of a sudden, there she stood before the 
frightened Indian! “Where are you going, least of 
my sons? Why have you taken this path?” Her 
voice was gentle, but Juan prostrated himself be- 
fore her, and explained stumblingly. “My uncle 
is dying—I go for the Father to confess him.” 

Mary smiled. “It is not necessary to go for the 
Padre, my Juanito. Your uncle is now well. So 
you go up there, on the rocks at the top of the 
hill, and bring me an armful of roses.” 

It was winter. There were no roses up there on 
the rocks. Juan’s mind registered these facts but 
he obediently started climbing up the steep rugged 
incline and there before his astonished eyes were 
many beautiful blossoms, of a kind that did not 
grow hereabouts. He gathered them and brought 
them down to Mary. 

The Queen of Heaven received the blossoms and 
rearranged them and Juanito made an apron of 
his tilma and folded them inside. “There is the 


sign, Juan, least of my sons. Say to the bishop 
that in it he will read my will and must act 
upon it.” 

“My Lady, least of my daughters and my child,” 
replied Juan in the vernacular of a respectful 
Indian servant speaking to a revered mistress, “I 
hasten to do your will.” And he carried the roses 
to the Bishop who was dumbfounded to see a sheaf 
of roses, grown exclusively in his own Castilian 
home across the sea, as Juan opened his tilma and 
they cascaded to the floor. The next moment to 
Juan’s embarrassment, the man of God fell on his 
knees before him. Lowering his eyes in confusion 
Juan was startled to find that it was not before 
him, but before a beautiful likeness of the Lady 
who had sent the roses that the Bishop knelt. The 
image was in unimaginably lovely colors and paint- 
ed upon the lap of his tilma, where the roses had 
lain—his coarse, worn tilma! 

Looking up, at last, he saw tears in the Bishop’s 
eyes and his lips moving in prayer. Then he rose, 
stretched out his hands to the unlettered Juanito 
(little John) and asked that he be his guest at the 
palace. Tomorrow, he promised, they would go 
together and see the place where the temple to our 
Lady was to be built, which they did. 

The picture painted on Juan’s tilma was revered 
in the chapel at the palace of Zumarraga, and the 
cathedral until he had completed the first “‘temple” 
of Holy Mary. It had occurred to him that Guade- 
lupe was not perhaps the word which Our Lady had 
used when she had said the temple the Bishop 
should build in her honor must be called, Santa 
Maria de Guadalupe Siempre Virgen, but could 
have been a corruption of three words meaning 
Goddess above the Serpent! The painting showed 

(Continued on page 320.) 





INCIDENT 


A remarkable incident, for which the judicious 
Tablet stands sponsor, is related of the miraculous 
Madonna venerated at Wilna, in Russian Poland. 
“In February a Russian, who unfortunately cannot 
now be identified, brought to the parish priest of the 
Ostra Brama chapel very large wax candles, with the 
request that they might be kept burning night and 
day before our Lady’s image. The request excited 
no surprise, as even the schismatic Russians have a 
devotion to the Madonna, and frequently bring offer- 
ings to the shrine but, as it would have’ been im- 
prudent to leave the candles burning all night with- 
out watching, the sacristan was told to sit up in a 
room near the altar. About midnight, the watcher 





IN RUSSIA 


extinguished the candles. Asked next morning why 
he had done so, the man declared that in his sleep 
he had repeatedly heard the cry, “Put out the 
candles.” And with some natural feeling of awe had 
done so. Upon careful examination, the candles 
turned out to be hollow and filled with gunpowder. 
There is no doubt that an attempt had been made to 
destroy the famous Madonna which, for so many 
centuries has been looked upon even by the Rus- 
sians, as the mighty protectress of the Catholic 
faith. The parish priest immediately informed the 
authorities of what had happened, but the only satis- 
faction he got was the advice to “keep the occur- 
rence quiet.” 
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WENTY-FOUR miles southeast of Rome is 

a small town, once the site of pagan rites 
to Venus. In the fourth century Pope St. Mark 
built a church on the hill above the town and 
dedicated it to the Mother of God, and the 25th 
of April, until then a feast of pagan rites, was 
declared the Christian feast of Our Lady of 
Good Counsel. 

On April 25, 1467, which happened to be a 
Saturday, a large crowd of people had assembled 
at Genezzano for the patronal feast, when, in the 
sight of all, a white cloud, floating through the 
heavens descended towards the ancient church 
and remained stationary near the rough wall of 
oné of the chapels which was being enlarged and 
was as yet unfinished. At the same time all 
heard wonderful music in the air as the cloud 
descended; and to the astonishment of the mul- 
titude the bells of Our Lady’s church, untouched 
by human hands, broke forth into a peal of 
welcome, to be answered in the same marvelous 
way from the bell towers of all the other church- 
es of the town. As the cloud cleared away it 
was discovered that a picture of the Madonna 


Genezzano 
res 


Our Lady 
of Good Counsel 
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was stationary by the rough wall toward which 
the cloud had moved, where it remained upheld 
without any visible support. A few days after 
its arrival it was identified as the ancient fresco 
from the Church of the Annunciation at Scutari 
by two men who had witnessed its removal from 
that place and had followed its course. 

The Shrine of Our Lady of Good Counsel dur- 
ing the past four centuries has grown into one 
of the most favored in Italy—the scene of many 
miracles and the resort of countless pilgrimages. 

Pope Innocent XI had the picture crowned 
with gold from the Vatican. On July 2, 1753, 
Pope Benedict XIV approved of the Pious Union 
of Our Lady of Good Counsel for the faithful at 
large, and had himself enrolled therein as one of 
its pioneer members. Pope Pius IX and Pope 
Leo XIII inserted in the Litany of the Blessed 
Virgin Mary the words, “Mother of Good Coun- 
sel,” and set the feast of Our Lady of Good 
Counsel, not on the day when the image arrived 
at Genazzano, but the day after, so as not to 
interfere with the Feast of St. Mark, the day 
when the image appeared. 
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Our Lady of the Pillar 


The Apostle St. James the Greater, after our 
Lord’s Ascension, went to Spain. One day as he 
stood on the banks of the River Ebro, the Blessed 
Virgin appeared to him seated on thatop of a pillar 
of jasper, surrounded by a choir of angels. She 
commanded the Apostle to build on that spot a 
chapel, assuring him that all this province of Sara- 
gossa would at a future time be distinguished by 
devotion to her. He did as the Holy Virgin com- 
manded and this was the. origin of the grand and 
famous church known as Our Lady of the Pillar, 
which became the cradle of the Spanish Church, and 
in it the pillar consecrated by the feet of the Mother 
of God has received the veneration of the faithful 
from that date to this, and St. James has remained 
the Patron Saint of the land he apostolized. Out- 
standing among the many miracles is one of the best 
attested that we have on record. Michael Juan Pel- 
licer, aged nineteen, at Castellon de la Plena, in 
Valentia, lost his right leg by amputation. On 
March 29th, 1641, the leg was instantly restored 
while he slept. His devotion to Our Lady of the 
Pillar had brought this remarkable miracle, attested 
by the surgeon, Juan d’Estanga, who removed the 
—_ oy we ee eT iat TTT eeu leg just below the knee, and numerous eye-witnesses. 














Famous Shrines in Honor of Our Lady in China 
Rev. Mark Tsai 


1. Our Lady of Tung Lu (in the Vicariate Apostolic of Paoting, Hopei Province) is 
popularly known as “The Heavenly Queen of China.” This shrine is well known and 
deeply venerated in north China. Each year thousands of the faithful come from 
all parts of nearby provinces—some walk for days, weeks and even months—to pay a 
visit to this shrine. 


tw 


Our Lady of Tsing Yang (Tsing-yang) is situated in the Vicariate Apostolic of Nan- 
king (Bishop Paul Yu Pin’s See). The shrine was destroyed in 1937 by Japanese 
bombings and later was burned down by the Japanese soldiers, but the Statue of 
Our Lady was miraculously saved. Bishop Yu Pin is planning to rebuild this shrine 
to be the national shrine for China. 


3. The shrine of Our Lady of Shei-sang, not far from Shanghai, was built by the Jesuit 
Fathers. It is well kept and deeply venerated by the faithful from Shanghai and 
Hangchow areas. 
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OUR LADY OF CHINA 


This painting of Our Lady of China, in which the Blessed Mother is attired as an 
Oriental Empress, is in the shrine at Tonglu, to the south of Peking, which has become 
a great centre of pilgrimages. A century ago there was not a single Christian to be 
found in this little hamlet; today there are more than 4,000 with the number steadily 
mounting. 
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Our Lady of Melheha 


St. Paul’s Bay, Malta 


ELHEHA is a little village perched on the 

rocks of the northern part of Malta, the 
island that withstood the siege of bombs through a 
great part of the Mediterranean campaign in the 
recent European War. The name is derived from 
the Maltese word melh, signifying salt, as most of 
the salt of the island is obtained from rocks in the 
vicinity. In the Acts of the Apostles we can read 
of the shipwreck that befell St. Paul and St. Luke 
near this island, and of their three months’ sojourn 
here. Constant tradition has affirmed that the first 
Christian church on the island of Malta was found- 
ed by St. Paul in that place by the dedication of a 
large cave in the rock to the worship of God under 
the patronage of the Virgin Mother. In subsequent 


the church, and indeed lies partly under it, though 
quite distinct from it. 

This statue has been made famous in the island 
by a marvelous fact connected with it, unexplained 
on natural grounds. Hundreds of visitors to the 
cave in which it stands have seen at various times 
the stone arm and hand of the statue become flexi- 
ble like those of a living person. Our Lady raising 
her hand and signing a cross over her clients in 
benediction. Some have also seen the blessing given 
by the Holy Child, and other movements of a simi- 
lar nature have taken place from time to time. In 
The Month for November, 1893, an English Jesuit 
—the Rev. Father McHale—gave a very interesting 
descritption of a visit which he paid to the statue 








ages a stone church was built adjoining the grotto. on the Feast of St. 


During the stay St. Luke is believed to have 


painted on the rock in a 
recess at the back of this 
cave a picture of the 
Blessed Virgin which is 
still venerated with the 
greatest devotion by the 
islanders. This, however, 
is only one of three paint- 
ings on the island a- 
scribed to St. Luke. The 
eathedral possesses one, 
and the Church of S. Ma- 
ria Damascena has an- 
other. This latter was 
brought from Rhodes to 
Malta by the Knights of 
St. John. Cornelius a 
Lapide bears witness to 
the existence of these 
three paintings already in 
his day. 

But the sanctuary of 
Melheha, famous as it is 
as a place of pilgrimage, 
enjoys another distinc- 
tion. Besides the ancient 
picture venerated in the 
church, a statue in a sub- 
terranean vault in the vi- 
cinity has exhibited many 
instances of supernatural 
manifestations. This vault 
is an excavation in the 
rocks at a lower level than 
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OUR LADY GIVES US VICTORY 


In the calm of evening’s Angelus, it was no coinci- 
dence that the news of victory intermingled with 
Our Lady’s prayer on the vigil of her great Feast 
of the Assumption. 

The boat that brought Columbus to the fairest 
shores on earth, our own, was named for her, Santa 
Maria. Then centuries later this nation was placed 
under the patronage of Our Lady of the Immaculate 
Conception. 

The Machine Age had roared to such thunderous 
heights that the world had been deafened “by the 
cataract’s roar” to the firm strong voice of the Al- 
mighty’s Ten Commandments. Given to man for his 
own good, like a parent’s admonition, to save him 
from himself they had been trampled in the dust by 
greed and avaricious leaders until justice demanded 
stern measures. War seared and maimed the souls 
of men round the world. Yet, as always, before the 
throne of God was our “tainted nature’s solitary 
boast,” pleading for mercy for her human family. 

God’s justice must be satisfied, but there was in 
Heaven, our Advocate, reminding Him of the tre- 
mendous sorrow of the hearts of fathers, mothers, 
wives and sweethearts circling the earth. Came then 
the eve of her great Feast, commemorating Her re- 
ception into Heaven and crowning as Queen of 
Heaven and Earth. In the stream of pure clean 
young manhood’s blood poured out upon the theatres 
of war, atonement was reckoned and even as at the 
marriage Feast of Cana her soft spoken request was 
— once again her plea for mankind was hark- 
ened to. 

Our Lady’s knowledge of sorrow on earth was 
tremendous enough to encompass the sorrow of the 
entire world and even in Heaven, with her maternal 
instinct she remembers those seven sorrows and 
harkens to her children crying in their woe. We 
Catholics stand practically alone in honoring her 
who mothers the universe, so in the joy of victory 
it will be primarily up»to us to continually pour out 
to her our gratitude for the blessing of triumph. 

—Mary O’Connor 
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Joseph of that year, in 
company with sixty students from 


the Jesuit 
College in Malta, when 
everyone present saw the 
movements which contin- 
ued for half an hour. The 
same Father paid two 
other visits, and on one 
occasion saw the wonder 
repeated. He was able to 
assure himself, by a thor- 
ough examination, of the 
absolute impossibility of 
fraud of any kind. 

About a century ago, 
on account of the increase 
of devotion resulting from 
these strange occurrences 
the authorities of the par- 
ish decided to remove the 
Madonna to the church 
above. With the Bishop’s 
permission, this was 
done; but on the following 
morning the statue, con- 
sisting as it does of one 
solid block of stone, was 
found to have been re- 
moved from the church 
and replaced in the cave. 
The same thing was re- 
peated after a_ second 
translation, and finally it 
was decided no further 
attempt at dislodgment 
should be made. 
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THE CHILDREN OF FATIMA 


MARY FABYAN WINDEATT 


Illustrated by Gedge Harmon 





In May, 1916, while three little Portuguese children 
were tending their flocks near Fatima, a bright cloud 
came towards them, and out of the cloud a figure ap- 
peared, saying he was the Angel of Peace, and later 
the Guardian Angel of Portugal. This was the be- 
ginning of a series of apparitions. On May 13, 1917, a 
beautiful Lady appeared to the same children at Cova 
da Iria and announced that she would come to them on 
the 13th of each month until October. During the June 
apparition she showed them her heart surrounded by 
the thorns of men’s sins and asked them to pray for 
sinners. She asked for the introduction of the devotion 
of the First Saturdays, i.e., Confession, Communion, 
Rosary, and a quarter hour’s meditation on the mys- 
teries of the Rosary. 


N one sense the peasant woman was right. 

After the second of the lady’s apparitions, 
many in Fatima began to believe in her. Indeed, 
the story of what had taken place in the Cova da 
Iria spread like wildfire, and on the thirteenth day 
of July, the date set by the lady for her third 
appearance, more than five thousand people were on 
hand at the sheep pasture. 

Once again the children knelt and recited the 
five mysteries of the Rosary, inserting at the end 
of each decade the prayer previously taught them 
by the lady. Then came the blinding flash of light, 
and the three turned joyfully toward the small 
holm-oak. Yes—their heavenly friend had come 
again! She was standing atop the little tree, and 
she was as bright and beautiful as the noon-day 
sun! 


“What do you want of us?” cried Lucia eagerly, 
heedless of the fact that this time five thousand 
people were watching her every movement, listen- 
ing to her every word. 

The lady smiled. “I want you to continue saying 
the Rosary every day in honor of the Blessed 
Virgin,” she said gently. . “Only she can bring an 
end to this terrible war.” 

“But who are you, please? So many people want 
to know!” 

The lady’s eyes were kind. “In October I will 
tell you who I am. Continue coming here on the 
thirteenth day of each month until then. And 
tell those who do not believe that in October I will 
work a great miracle that will convince them I am 
real.” 

After they had recited the Rosary, the lady 
stretched out her hands as she had done during the 
second apparition, and once again the children saw 
that bright rays came forth from the fingertips. 
But almost immediately their eyes filled with hor- 
ror, for this time the heavenly light was not direct- 
ed toward them but toward the ground, and of a 
sudden the earth seemed to vanish, and they found 
themselves standing at the edge of a vast and 
fiery ocean. 

As they peered down into this dreadful place, the 
terrified children saw huge numbers of devils and 
damned souls. The devils resembled hideous black 
animals, each filling the air with despairing shrieks. 
The damned souls were in their human bodies 
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and seemed to be brown in color, tumbling con- 
stantly about in the flames and screaming with 
terror. All were on fire, within and without their 
bodies, and neither devils nor damned souls seemed 
able to control their movements. They were toss- 
ing about in the flame like fiery coals in a furnace. 
There was never an instant’s peace or freedom 
from pain. 


Just as quickly as it had come, the terrifying 
vision suddenly melted away and the children found 
themselves in the world once more—in the reas- 
suring and familiar surroundings of the sheep 
pasture. As the lady looked at the three little 
shepherds, her eyes were dark with grief. 


You have just seen hell, where the souls of 
sinners will suffer forever,” she said. “To save 
other souls from going there, God wants to estab- 
lish in the world the devotion to my Immaculate 
Heart. If people will do what I tell you, many 
souls will be saved, and there will be peace.” 


How reverently the children listened to the sweet 
and sorrowful voice—and how gratefully—for it 
was certain that they could not have looked longer 
at the dreadful vision of hell without dying of 
terror. 


“The war' will end,” continued the lady. “But if 
people do not cease to offend God, a worse one will 
break out in the reign of the next Pope.2. When 
you see a night illuminated by an unknown light’, 
know that this is the great sign given you by God 
that He is about to punish the world for its crimes 
by means of war, famine, and persecutions of the 
Church and of the Holy Father. 


“To avoid such a calamity, I come to ask the 
consecration of Russia to my Immaculate Heart 
and also the Communion in reparation on the first 
Saturday of each month. If the world heeds my 
‘ requests, Russia will be converted and there will 
be peace. If the world does not heed my requests, 
this country will spread its errors throughout the 
world, promoting wars and persecutions of the 
Church. Then the faithful will become martyrs; 
the Holy Father will have much to suffer; various 
nations will be destroyed. But in the end my 
Immaculate Heart will triumph. The Holy Father 
will consecrate Russia to me; it will be converted, 
and some time of 
the world.” 


peace will be conceded to 


1The First World War, 1914-1918. 

2? Pius the Eleventh, 1922-39. 

’ This is believed to have taken place on the night of 
January 24-25, 1938, when a very unusual Aurora 
Borealis was seen in all Europe and North America. 
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It was the longest speech the lady had ever made, 
and when she had disappeared as usual, the chil- 
dren were trembling with fear. How terrible had 
been the vision of hell! Oh, surely nothing worse 
could befall a person than that God’s Justice should 
condemn him to this horrible place forever! 

Suddenly a man’s mocking voice rang through 
the Cova. “Well, what happened this time Did 
your wonderful lady come and talk to you?” 

There was a gasp of indignation from his wife. 
“Of course she came! Didn’t you see how the little 
holm-oak was surrounded with a strange light?” 

“It was like shining dust! The tree and the 
children were surrounded with shining dust!” cried 
an old woman. “I saw it! And I could hear Lucia 
speaking to somebody, too! Oh, this is a holy 
place!” 

“Nonsense! The priest is paying these children 
to make fools of us!” 

“Watch your tongue! 
today.” 

“And why not? So that no one will suspect him 
of anything. Oh, he’s a clever one, that priest of 
Fatima... .” 

So the tongues wagged, and soon five thousand 
people, including the children’s families, were mill- 
ing about the pasture in a state of high excitement. 
The parents of Jacinta and Francisco were less 
upset than might have been expected, but it was a 
different story with Lucia’s mother. 


The priest isn’t even here 


“Look!” she cried, pointing toward the little 
holm-oak. ‘People are kneeling in that place as 
though it was a holy shrine! Oh, just wait until 
I get my hands on Lucia! Why, the Devil himself 
must be in her, to make her act as though she was 
good enough to see visions!” 

“But Father Ferreira said the children weren't 
to be punished,” warned he sister-in-law. “Don’t 
you remember? He said they were only imagining 
things.” 

“Imagining! 
tonight. 

It was true. Before very long Lucia’s mother 
had given her another beating. More than that. 
The child’s four sisters and brother, far from 
sympathizing with her, had made her understand 
that she was bringing disgrace upon the family by 
her actions. For instance, if there really was a 
lady in the Cova, why couldn’t everyone see her— 
not just three silly children who didn’t even know 
how to read and write? 


Lucia won’t be imagining things 
Wait and see!” 


Poor Lucia! She loved her family very much 
and would have gone through many hardships to 
make them happy. But deny the lady’s visits, the 
conversations with her, the message that people 
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must change their lives, say the Rosary every day 
and cultivate a deep devotion to the Immaculate 
Heart of the Blessed Virgin? Oh, no! This was 
quite impossible. It meant telling a lie. And 
Lucia knew that to tell a lie is one of the ugliest 
sins a child can commit. No good can ever come 
from it. 


“But I still wish Mother would understand!” 
she thought tearfully. “It’s so hard to know that 
I’m making her unhappy and that she doesn’t trust 
me any more. And how I dread the beatings and 
scoldings!” 

In the days that followed, Francisco and Jacinta 
did their best to comfort Lucia, for they realized 
how she was suffering. Indeed, they also were in 
difficulties because of the lady, since now many 
pilgrims were com- 


Oh, Lucia! Surely you haven’t forgotten that ter- 
rible vision of hell?” 

The child shuddered. 
too awful to forget.” 

“Then don’t forget what the lady said, either: 
about how many people have gone there because 
there was no one to pray and to make sacrifices in 
reparation for their sins.” 

“T know. I think about sinners every day.” 

“Then offer up the beatings and scoldings to 
God. Maybe they’ll be enough to keep one person 
out of hell.” 

“Yes, and we can do things, too,” put in Fran- 
cisco eagerly. “We can make many little sacrifices 
that no one will notice.” 

So presently the three children were entering 

upon a new life, a 


“Of course not! It was 





ing long distances 
to pray at the Co- 
va, to leave offer- 
ings of money be- 
fore the little 
holm-oak. Without 
fail, all of these 
people wanted to 
see and speak with 


the three young 
shepherds _ before 
returning home— 


a practice that 
caused as much an- 
noyance to Fran- 
cisco’s mother as 
it did to her sister- 


“But we ought 
to be glad in one 
way,” said seven- 
year-old Jacinta. 
“And you ought to 
be glad, too, Lucia. 
that your mother 
beats and_= scolds 
you. Oh, how I 
wish my parents 
would do that to 
me!” 

Lucia’s eyes wid- 
ened. “Jacinta! 
How can you say 
such a thing?” 

“Because then I 
would have many 








life of prayer and 
suffering for oth- 
ers. Jacinta was 
the leader in this 
venture, and Lucia 
and Francisco 
marveled at the 
many ways she dis- 
covered for them 
to do penance for 
sinners. One day 
they were to go 
without a drink of 
cold water when 
thirsty. On anoth- 
er, they were to 
give away their 
lunches to some 
poor children and 
content themselves 
with eating the 
bitter acorns to be 
found in the sheep 
pasture. Most im- 
portant of all: they 
were to be cheerful 
and obedient at 
home, for God ex- 
pected this of them 
before any other 
service. 

One day the 
three were discus- 
sing the message 
which the lady had 
brought them on 








new sacrifices to 
offer to Our Lord. 


FIVE THOUSAND PEOPLE WERE ON HAND. 


her third and most 
recent visit—the 
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message that was to be kept a secret until she 
herself gave the word to pass it on to others. 

“How awful to know that unless people change 
their lives there’ll be another war!” said Jacinta 
sadly. “Oh, Lucia! I think about this so much!” 

“So do I,” put in Francisco. “And about Russia, 
too. Lucia, the lady said she wants this country 
consecrated to her Immaculate Heart so that it 
can be converted. Does this mean it’s a wicked 
country now?” 

The child shook her head. “I don’t know. But 
I remember what the lady said: ‘If the world does 
not heed my requests, this country will spread its 
errors throughout the world, promoting wars and 
persecutions of the Church. Then the faithful will 
become martyrs; the Holy Father will have much 
to suffer; various nations will be destroyed.’ 

“It doesn’t sound as though it was a very good 
place,” muttered Jacinta. “Probably only a few 
people there ever say the Rosary properly.” 


“But why?” cried Francisco. “Don’t they know 
how much happier they’d be if they’d love Our 
Lady ?” 


These words made Lucia start. What a change 
had come over Francisco—and over Jacinta and 
herself as well! Only a few short months ago they 
had prayed chiefly from a sense of duty. There 
had been but a small amount of love in their 
prayers, or joy. Now, what a difference! Because 
the lady had stretched out her hands to them and 
warmed them with the wonderful rays, they longed 
to pray as much as possible and to suffer for 
sinners. And it was impossible to think that they 
could ever again let a day go by without saying 
the Rosary! 


“Maybe other people could have this grace, too, 
if only they would ask the lady for it,” thought 
the little girl. ‘“‘Even the people in Russia. Oh, 
how wonderful that would be!” 





LOURDES 


(Continued from page 297) 


Three times she stooped and tried to drink of this, 
but each time disgust overcame her. The fourth 
time she succeeded in swallowing a little. She 
then washed her face in the same muddy water, 
and ate a few blades of the grass. 


On the 25th of March Our Blessed Lady imparted 
to Bernadette her name: “I am the Immaculate 
Conception.” Bernadette tried hard not to forget 
it as she hastened to tell the saintly pastor of the 
parish. She did not know the meaning of the 
words, nor did she realize that it did not depend 
upon her to remember or forget that she is only 
the messenger, and cannot forget if she would. 


The Abbe Peyramale needs no explanation. He 
is convinced. He had asked for a sign, that he 
might be sure of the child’s veracity, and had him- 
self suggested as one that would be conclusive that 
the eglantine blossom in February. Our Lady had 
only smiled at this poor human precaution. Had 
the rose tree blossomed in February, what benefit 
would it have been to mankind? Our Lady needs 
no prompting.* Though the rose tree did not blos- 
som in February, miracles of healing began then 
and there, and have continued until now. The dead 
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came back to life. The deformed have been trans- 
formed. Leprosy, moral and physical, has been 
cured; and more, and greater far than all these, 
dead hearts have been awakened; and the resur- 


rection of a dead heart is more than the animal - 


life coming back to the inanimate clay. 

Eighteen times did Our Blessed Lady appear to 
Bernadette. The last of the eighteen apparitions 
took place on the 16th of July, the feast of Our 
Lady of Mt. Carmel. What Bernadette heard and 
saw on that day has not been given to the world. 
She entered the school of the Sisters of Charity 
of Nevers, and from there having joined their com- 
munity, she was taken to the Mother-House of their 
Order. Thence she went to enjoy the happiness 
promised to her for all eternity, by the lips of her 
Immaculate Mother. What Lourdes became she 
never saw. By the year 1873 the number of pil- 
grims for a single year was 250,000. In July 1876 
the votive church in honor of Notre-Dame de 
Lourdes was consecrated by the Archbishop of 
Paris, the Pope having raised the building to the 
dignity of a Roman basilica. Six archbishops and 
twenty-one bishops took part in the magnificent 
ceremony. 
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Apparitions at Beauraing 


- 1932 - 


N THE closing months of 1932 a great stir 

which has not yet been forgotten was caused 
throughout Belgium and beyond by the reputed ap- 
pearance of Our Lady to five children, four young 
girls and a boy. In the apparitions of Lourdes, 
one child was privileged to behold her, Bernadette ; 
in the case of La Salette, Mary appeared to two 
children, a girl and a boy, Melanie and Maximin. 
But in the present instance we have five children 
asserting that they have seen and conversed with 
Our Blessed Lady! 

In the accompanying pictures are the five favored 
children of the Voisin and Degeimbre families who 
claim that they have seen the Blessed Virgin. At 
the time of the event the Voisin children, Gilberte, 
Albert, and Fernande were thirteen, eleven, and 
fifteen years old; whfle the two Degeimbre chil- 
dren, Gilberte and Andrée, were nine and fourteen 
years old. Healthy and normal children, they con- 
vey no impression of being high-strung or extra- 
ordinary children. Though they are the children of 
Catholic families the parents had not often been 
seen at church for years, hence it is not to home in- 
fluences that one could easily ascribe these appari- 
tions of the children. 

The apparitions took place in the garden of the 
convent school at Beauraing, which is situated just 
outside of this market-town of about two thousand 





Gilberte, Albert, and Fernande Vosin 
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Gilberte and Andrée Degeimbre 


inhabitants, on the highway to Vignée-Rochefort, 
south of Dinant. Besides the elementary school, 
the Sisters of Christian Doctrine conduct a high 
school for girls, some children of Beauraing at- 
tending as day students. On the grounds near the 
school building and built against a railroad em- 
bankment is a grotto modeled after the one at 
Lourdes. It has no artistic pretensions. Of the 
three Voisin children only Gilberte then attended 
this school. Nor were any of the Degeimbre chil- 
dren going there then, as Andrée had left there the 
previous July. Hence the connections of the 
children with the convent cannot be said to be 
very close. 

About half past six one Tuesday evening, Novem- 
ber 29, 1932, the other four children called at the 
convent for Gilberte Voisin to bring her home. The 
four came up the walk to the school and Albert rang 
the door-bell. Then he looked around as did the 
girls and saw a light behind them. At first they 
thought that it was a car but on looking closely it 
appeared to them that the statue of the Blessed 
Virgin of the grotto was moving. Gilberte Voisin 
as she came out of the door also saw the apparition. 
Frightened the children hurried home. 
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The following evening the four children again 
called for Gilberte at the convent and saw the 
apparition more clearly and were not so frightened, 
although they ran home again. However, the next 
evening, Madame Degeimbre and another daughter, 
Jeanne, accompanied the children with some friends. 
As they neared the place the four children cried out 
that the Lady was standing near the railing, a 
beautiful Lady with rays of light proceeding from 
her head and forming a halo of glory. She disap- 
peared but Gilberte coming out of the convent saw 
her again, and the other children turning saw that 
she was quite near, almost touching the ground, 
walking between the threshold of the convent and 
the grotto. But only the five children saw her. 
Later on in the evening, the two mothers and a 
couple of others came again with Fernande, An- 
drée, and Albert. These three saw the vision again 
and fell on their knees as if struck down and said 
a Hail Mary. 

In this and many following visions the children 
fell to their knees not out of mere devotion but in 
an ecstatic trance, become insensible to what else 
was happening around them. During a ten minute 
period of vision doctors experimented on the chil- 
dren. Dr. Lurquin applied a burning match to one 
of them, their ear-lobes and calves of their legs 
were sharply pinched, and the hands and face of 
one was pricked with the point of a pen knife, yet 
the children made no movement. Nor were there 
any traces of the burn, bruises, or scratches when 
they examined them after the vision. The children 
did not even know that the experiment had been 
made; they felt nothing, heard nothing. Little 
Bernadette of Lourdes was likewise known to be 
insensible to pain when she saw Our Lady. 

On Friday, December 2nd, when the vision came 
again, Albert asked: “Is this really the Immaculate 
Virgin?” 

The vision made a sign of the head indicating 
that she was. Then the boy asked: ‘“‘What do you 
wish?” 

“That you be very good.” 

There was no vision on the third of December, 
but then from the fourth to the eighth Our Lady 
appeared daily, this last day being the feast of the 
Immaculate Conception. The children came daily 
and said the Rosary, but they did not see Our Lady 
again until the thirteenth and fourteenth; and 
then once more on the seventeenth, nineteenth, and 
twentieth. 

On the seventeenth the children asked the vision: 
“The priests wish us to ask you what you want.” 

“A chapel.” 

On December the twenty-first three of the chil- 
dren testified the vision said: “I am the Immacu- 
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late Virgin.” That day a dozen doctors were 
present and a crowd of between fifteen hundred and 
two thousand persons. The next day the vision ap- 
peared but said nothing. 

Doctor Maistriaux told Fernande Voisin to ask 
the vision why she came. During the apparition 
of the twenty-third Fernande asked and received 
this answer: “I order that people may come here 
in pilgrimage.” 

On Saturday, the twenty-fourth, the apparition 
was renewed, twenty-eight doctors and six thousand 
people being present. Then there was no further 
vision until the twenty-eighth and the twenty-ninth. 

Before vanishing the vision usually stretched out 
her arms a little. On January the first, when the 
vision did so, four of the children saw the gleam of 
a golden heart surrounded with luminous tapering 
rays. This happened again the next day after the 
vision said that she would speak secretly to each of 
the children on the morrow. 

And January the third was indeed the great day, 
for the visions reached their climax and their end. 
Some twenty-five thousand people were present and 
eighty doctors. These noticed that the children each 
interrupted their ecstatic Prayer for a moment. 
Albert Voisin and Gilberte Degeimbre both say 
they were told a secret by Our Lady and then told 
goodbye, as also does Gilberte Voisin. 

To Albert Our Lady said: “This is between us 
and you may reveal it to no one.” Neither he nor 
the other two have revealed the secrets. 

Besides the secret, Our Lady told Gilberte 
Voisin: “I shall convert sinners. Goodbye.” 

What Andrée Degeimbre heard was: “I am the 
Mother of God and the Queen of Heaven. Pray al- 
ways. Goodbye.” No secret was confided to her. 

Fernande Voisin saw nothing at first and did not 
fall to her knees as did the other children. The 
others left after their vision and went to the grotto 
to sing a hymn while Fernande stayed and recited a 
decade of the Rosary. Suddenly, as if struck down, 
she fell on her knees. To Our Lady’s question of: 
“Do you love my Son?” She answered: “Yes.” 
“Do you love me?” “Yes.” “Then sacrifice your- 
self for me.” She disappeared without saying 
goodbye. 

Since that day the vision has not been seen by 
any of the five children. Every evening for years, 
if they were in Beauraing, they returned to the 
place of the visions and recited the rosary, one 
decade for the conversion of sinners and another 
for the sick. They went to Holy Communion daily 
and continued their simple lives as before. The 
many pilgrims that came to Beauraing took up 
much of their time, yet they always remained the 
same, these five favored children. 
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Our Lady of Puy 


T was in the year 46 or 47 of the Christian era 
I that the first missionaries were sent into Gaul 
by St. Peter, and among these St. George of Velay 
became Bishop of that Church. One of the first 
converts, a devout widow named Villa, being sick of 
a fever, invoked tie aid of Our Blessed Lady, and 
which the Blessed 
Virgin desired her to ascend a certain hill in the 
neighborhood called Anis (or Amcium), which she 
had chosen as the future site of a sanctuary to be 


was consoled by a vision in 


erected in her honor. Villa obeyed the command, 
made an attendant carry her to the spot indicated, 
and there she fell asleep on a large stone. When 
she awoke she was in perfect health. Years later 
St. Vosy, Bishop, decided to build a church on this 
spot and with the permission of Rome to move his 
See to that place, the building was undertaken. At 
its completion the Bishop again set out for Rome 


to solicit permission of its solemn consecration, but 
they had not proceeded half a league when they 
met two venerable old men, each carrying a casket 
of gold, containing relics brought, as they said, 
from Rome, which they presented to the Bishop, 
desiring him to deposit them in the Church of 
Mount Anis, which at that moment they assured 
him was being consecrated by the hands of angels. 
They then disappeared and the Bishop returning to 
his church found ‘it illuminated by three hundred 
torches, and the altar still anointed with an oil of 
Two of these torches are still 
The Church 
other consecration, and has 
henceforth borne the title of the Church of the 
Angels. 


delicious fragrance. 
exhibited in the treasury of Puy. 
never received any 
The history of this church is a long and 
interesting one. It played an important part in 
the Crusades. 








of Paris in 1850. 


he had recourse to Mary. 


her was unbounded; 
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he felt he was predestined to be lost forever. 


every day, and frequently to repeat the Memorare. 


THE GRAIL 


Notre Dame de Bonne Delivrance 


Monsieur de Boisy sent his son Francis de Sales to study at the University 
He devoted himself whole-heartedly to his work; 
was untiring, his fervor and charity absolutely wonderful. 
terrible temptation to despair assailed him. 


his energy 
Nevertheless a 
His soul was torn with anguish; 
Tormented by this appalling dread, 


Kneeling before the statue of “The Black Madonna” 
in the Church of St. Etienne des Gres, he devoutly recited the Memorare. 
as he prayed the evil that was like a hideous leprosy fell from his soul, the fright- 


Even 


ful torment ceased, his thoughts grew serene and tranquil, his troubled mind was 
at ease, and he blessed the name of Jesus. 

Thus saved through the intercession of the Blessed Madonna, his gratitude to 
he made a vow of virginity, promised to recite the rosary 


During the Reign of Terror 


in the French Revolution the Church of St. Etienne was raided and sacked by 
the mob, but the statue of Our Lady was saved from desecration by a poor 
After many vicissitudes and strange adventures it- finally found a 
glorious home in the beautiful oratory of the mother-house of the Nuns of St. 
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Apparition at La Salette 


(Continued from p. 295) 


Melanie later entered a convent but owing to the 
furore raised about the Apparition, she was forced 
to leave France. Napoleon III was afraid of the 
popularity of the Apparition, so Melanie entered a 
monastery in England. Later she returned and 
entered a convent at Marseilles, and from there she 
was sent to Italy to found a community of teaching 
sisters; that plan failing, she visited her mother 
near Cannes, France. She traveled to the Holy 
Mount several times, and on December 15th, 1904, 
being missed from her daily Mass, she was found 
dead in her room. 

Maximin, who so ardently desired to become a 
priest, was not qualified for the calling, and after 


living a good Christian life and visiting the Mount 
at intervals, he felt the approach of a malignant 
disease as early as 1864. Ten years later he made 
his last climb to the Holy Hill, and spent his time 
at the Holy Fountain. He wrote his last testament, 
in which he again declared his message as he had 
given it to the world all during life, and on March 
1, 1875, he departed this life. 


Books have been written on the famous secrets 
and some claimed knowledge of them, but nothing 
of that sort is true. In fact the Church condemned 
all such publications. The great fact is that within 
the century since the apparition of La Salette, the 
missions conducted by the Congregation founded 
for the purpose, have thrived wonderfully, and 
many Popes have declared their interest and given 
their support to the apparition of La Salette. 





GUADALUPE 


(Continued from p. 308) 


the Virgin Mary, standing upon a crescent, crush- 
ing a serpent beneath her feet as she did in the 
image of the Immaculate Conception. In his coun- 
try, Spain, there was such a shrine, called Our 
Lady of Guadalupe, so let it be here. 

Although miracles began almost immediately to 
be wrought through the intercession of Our Lady 
of Guadalupe, the Church, as always, moved very 
cautiously and prudently, and conducted the cus- 
tomary investigations into the authenticity. The 
highest type of men, and the simplest, talked of 
the daily miracles wrought there, and for four 
centuries, now, laymen and clergy alike have sworn 
by their Lady of Guadalupe. 

A shrine was constructed at the foot of Tepeyac 
hill in 1532 that served for ninety years and in 
1709 a greater one rose. Benedict XIV decreed 
that the Lady of Guadalupe be the National Patron- 
ess of Mexico and declared December 12 a Holy 
Day of Obligation. Leo XIII ordered that the pic- 
ture be crowned in his name, and Our Lady was 
declared Patroness of Mexico in 1895, fifty years 
ago. [Pope Pius V besides gave permission to 
Mexican priests to say Mass at the shrine, on the 
twelfth of each month, and granted Indulgences to 
persons all over the world who prayed before a 
picture of Holy Mary of Guadalupe.] It was made 
a basilica in 1904. On August 24, 1910, the Holy 
See declared Our Lady of Guadalupe patroness of 
all Latin America. 

Many attemps have been made to destroy the 
shrine and the miraculous picture whose colors and 
staying qualities have ever been the admiration and 
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the wonder of artists of the world. As at many 
other holy places, there seemed to be a determina- 
tion to destroy the heart of Catholic devotion, but 
Mary knows her own, and even a bomb planted on 
the altar failed to harm her image painted on 
Juan’s tilma, although the altar and crucifix and 
candlesticks, close beneath it were ruined. 


It was also planned to destroy the famous paint- 
ing during the persecution of the Church under 
Calles, but the rumor spread and the whole popula- 
tion of Mexico it seemed, gathered to protect their 
beloved shrine with their very life. The image of 
Mary still stands in her shrine, on Juan’s tilma, of 
coarse cloth, mounted on silver, and a constant 
river of pilgrims come from all parts of the world 
to pay her court and ask her protection. 

From the ninth to the twelfth of December great 
throngs of pilgrims march to the shrine, some 
spending weeks on the road, coming afoot, and 
camping in the open. 

The 12th of October, 1895, a gorgeous golden 
crown was placed upon “Holy Mary of Guadalupe,” 
by the Church, and the 12th of October this present 
month, 1945 is the “Fifty-Year Anniversary” of 
that great day. 

“If the Blessed Virgin has come here,” said the 
Archbishop of Marelia, “it is not only for Mexico, 
but she has come for all America.” 


And so, following the injunction of Leviticus: 

“Thou shall sanctify the Fiftieth year for it is 
a Jubilee Year;” All America, Mexico, the Latin 
Americas, United States of America, and Canada 
will join in the celebration of this Fiftieth Anni- 
versary of the Pontifical Coronation of OUR LADY 
OF GUADALUPE. 


October 
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Color Book Contest 


\ 32-page booklet, 5'4 by 8'4 inches, with 30 drawings to be colored 
with crayons or water-colors, is ALL you have to color or tint in 
this Contest. 
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The drawings for this Color Contest are taken from a new book that 
will be published in November named THE CHIDREN OF FATIMA. 
While the pictures and brief text tell the story of the Blessed Mother’s 
appearances at Fatima, this booklet is not to be confused with the new 
book of 144 pages by Mary Fabyan Windeatt. 
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CONTEST RULES 


Any person of grade-school or high-schoo! age may enter 
the Contest 


The GRAIL COLOR BOOK is the booklet to be colored. It 
contains 32 pages with 30 drawings 
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Contest closes midnight November 15, 1945 


Contestants may make several entries 


PRIZES 
First prize $50.00 in cash. 
Second Prize $25.00 tn cash. 
Third Prize $10.00 in cash. 
Fourth, Fifth, and Sixth Prizes $5.00 each in cash. 
Seventh to Twenty-fifth Prizes a copy of the new book 
CHILDREN OF FATIMA by Mary Fabyan Windeatt. 


COLOR BOOK ORDER BLANK Prices of 


Color Books 
| enclose for copy lies) 


1 copy 25¢ 

5 copies $ 1.00 
50 copies $ 7.50 

Name : 

100 copies $10.09 


Address N.B. 


Send to 


Quantity or- 
ders for school groups 
or clubs get reduced 
price as_ indicated 


above 


City 


State 


XOOKS ) 


THE GRAIL Office Room seven St. Meinrad, Ind. 
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